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	no.
	QUESTIONS
	ANSWERS

	1
	Is Development agency of Slavonski Brod d.o.o. eligible as applicant and Lead partner?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	2
	In which of the categories  listed on the page 9 of the Guidelines for Applicants can our Development agency fall under?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	3
	Can Development agency be categorized as „public body“ and its employees as „public employees“ bearing in mind that the only founder and investor of this Development agency  is the City of Slavonski Brod (see the page 18)? Can the role of Development agency be considered as „local administration“? 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.



	4
	Where can a Development agency be categorized under the Section 2.1. of the Application form? 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	5
	If it is possible for the Development agency to take over the role of applicant and role of „functional lead partner“ in the project, participation of the City of Slavonski Brod would be provided in the role of partner. How would you advise us to include the City of Slavonski Brod in project activities (e.g. : bookkeeping,…)?
	In the interest of equal treatment of all applicants within this Call, the Contracting Authority is not authorized to discuss the subject matter of the project proposals or advise applicants how to advance their project proposal. 



	6
	Within the Guidelines for Applicants it is specified that there have to be submitted copies of some important documents, such as documents related to establishment etc. Is it compulsory to verify above listed copies of documents by public notary? 
	Guidelines for Applicants (GfA), art 2.4 stipulates that the supporting documents, which will be requested from the applicants whose proposals will be provisionally selected or put on a reserve list, must be supplied in the form of originals or photocopies of the said originals. The Guidelines provisions do not require the photocopies to be verified by public notary. However, bear in mind that the Legal entity sheet and the financial identification form must always be submitted in original.

	7
	One of the Annexes is the „Financial Identification Form“: Do we have to  submit this form together with submission of project proposal? Does it mean that a separate account has to be opened during submission of project proposal or only in case of approval of requested grant? 
	As indicated in the GfA, article 2.4, only the applicants who have been provisionally selected or listed under the reserve list will be requested to supply the supporting documents (including the Financial Identification Form – FIF).
For detailed information about project accounts please refer to art. 16.1 of Annex II “General conditions applicable to European Community-financed grant contracts for external actions” of the Standard Grant Contract. Among other provisions, it reads: Accounts and expenditure relating to the Action must be easily identifiable and verifiable. This can be done by using separate accounts for the Action concerned or by ensuring that expenditure for the action concerned can be easily identified and traced to and within the Beneficiary’s accounting and bookkeeping systems. Accounts must provide details of interest accruing on funds paid by the Contracting Authority.

	8
	Are the local communities (Municipalities) and Cantons from the programme area in BiH absolutely excluded as applicants and as partners if they have a budget deficit (unpaid dues) for the last year, or is there an allowed deficit percentage e.g. 3%, 5%. 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	9
	Is it necessary to submit documentation related to financial capacity for the last year only, or for the last several years? E.g. 2006 and 2007, or only for 2008.
	As indicated in the GfA, art 2.4 those applicants that would be provisionally selected or listed on the reserve list will be required to submit a copy of the applicant’s latest accounts (the profit and loss account and the balance sheet for the previous financial year for which the accounts have been closed). However, the information about all three years (2006, 2007 and 2008) is to be given in the application form, section 3.3

	10
	Is it possible to settle and equip premises of our Institution within IPA programme? Premises area is 3000 m2 and has  multiple different purposes) 
	The list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.1.3. and you have to plan your activities to be eligible. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	11
	Can the Faculty of Philosophy from Zagreb (educational institution) be one of the project partners considering the fact that its headquarters is in Zagreb?
	Please refer to GfA, articles 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 for eligibility of applicants and partners. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	12
	Applicant from BiH side is from Tuzla Canton. It has a status of branch office and an Association is registered at the national level in Sarajevo. Can this be considered as a problem for us to apply?
	Please refer to GfA, article 2.1.1 for eligibility of applicants. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	13
	Does the total project cost mean budget 1 + budget 2, or they are considered on an individual basis. E.g. Are the projects with 55 000 Euro from each side subject to revision?
	For the purposes of preparation of the two budgets (one on each side of the border) and considering that there will be two separate grant contracts (one on each side of the border) for one  action, the total project cost will, as you put it, be considered on individual basis. Therefore, for the purposes of preparing the budgets (including calculating the percentages of (co)financing) each budget will be considered as the budget for a separate action, and the total cost of each action will be the total project cost. 

Individual grants will have to be over 100.000 euro in order to have mandatory auditing (please refer to General conditions, article 15.6).  

	14
	If activities are implemented in both eligible and adjacent areas, and the Functional Lead Partner is from adjacent area, is the project limited to 20% ?


	The limit of 20% is not set for individual projects, but for the programme as a whole. 

Project activities implemented fully or partly in the adjacent area fall under this limit and the total budget amount of CRO applicants has to be within the set limit of 20% at the Programme level. (GfA 1.3)

	15
	For what kind of entrepreneurship activities can be used awarded grant? 
	Eligible costs – are the costs necessary for implementation of project activities and they should be planned in advance and elligible for the project. Eligibility of costs is defined in detail in the Section 2.1.4. of the Guidelines for Applicants.

	16
	Are the costs of awarding the scolarship to potential BiH national students eligible under measure 2.2. (either partly or fully)
	GfA, art 2.1.3, under measure 2.2 indicates ineligible types of actions. Among those there is the following type of action: Actions concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses. 

	17
	What are acceptable evidences for payment of „Per diem“ cost?
	It is necessary to provide evidence that the trip with the overnight stay has taken place.

	18
	Which indicators are used for the Programme, and which for a project?
	Programme indicators are defined within the document Annex C2 – List of Indicators, and you will define your own project indicators in accordance with the measure under which your project applies. 

	19
	Is the major part of awarded grant amount going to be paid upon signing of the Contract? 
	The payment of awarded grant amount will be  made in accordance with the model defined within General Conditions Grant Contract (Annex II Art. 15.1)

	20
	If activities related to renewable sources of energies are supported (profit making in their nature), these are then ineligible activities, meaning that activities that generate profit cannot be eligible – is this a conflict of interest?
	The Guidelines stipulates the following: The Grants may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit for the beneficiary as the direct result of the operations/ activities financed under the Grant.

You must therefore design your project carefully – by envisaging activities that are considered eligible (please refer to Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants), and at the same time not having purpose or effect of producing profit.

	21
	Is HGK (Croatian Chamber of Economy) considered as one unit/applicant, i.e.  Are the chambers of economy HGK considered as an individual project applicant? Based on this, if all three county chambers apply as project applicants for IPA CBC CRO-BiH, can all of them (three projects) get financing if they are approved after an evaluation procedure?
	In order to bi considered as an applicant, an organization must satisfy criteria outlined in art 2.1.1 of the GfA. You have to assess the eligibility of potential applicants at this stage and submit an application in line with that. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

If an organization has several branches, but they are all one legal entity, they can be treated in no other way but as one legal entity, one organization. Such an organization can only be considered as one applicant. 

	22
	An annual income of applicant/partner must be bigger then the total requested project amount or requested grant amount in order to  be eligible?
	This Call doesn't define a minimum of annual income for applicant to be considered as eligible. However, please be aware that your financial capacity will be evaluated and will have impact on the scoring of your project (please refer to the GfA,  Evaluation grid, section 1). 

	23
	Is it possible to apply with a project proposal related to promotion and development of fruit-growing in Banovina and Unsko-Sanski Canton (research related to plum and chestnut production, implementation of education programme, demonstration plots) within the institution „Centre for plum and chestnut“ and Biotechnological Institute from BiH? 
	The list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for Applicants in the Section 2.1.3. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 


	24
	What can be presented as co-financing? One part of co-financing has to be in money or not? Do partners defray co-financing cost jointly, or each of them will defray 15%?
	Please note that in kind contributions are not eligible. GfA, in article 2.14 stipulates "Contributions in kind are not considered actual expenditure and are not eligible costs. The contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiaries"

Art 1.3 of the GfA stipulates that "The balance (min 15%) must be financed from the applicant’s or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget. 

Please also refer to GfA Section 2.1.4., Standard Grant Contract Art. 14. for eligibility of costs. 

	25
	Is it possible to finance demining? If not, why?
	Please refer to Section 2.1.3. of the Guidelines for Applicants where you will find the list of eligible Sectors and Themes and  eligible and ineligible project actions/activities. 

	26
	Can cultural programs like Regional or city Ethnography museum or Archaeological collection be financed by IPA program? 
	The list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for Applicants, Section of 2.1.3. In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	27
	We are organisers of CIOFF International folklore festival “DANI KOSIDBE KUPRES BIH”, can this festival apply?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	28
	Can implementer (voditelj) of the project be employed on base of “piece work agreement”?
	Type of working contract depends on national laws and regulative. 

	29
	If own co-financing is 50% of grant, is total amount of grant duplicated; for example grant amount 50.000 € + our co-financing 50.000 €  is total of 100.000 € for Measure 2.2. where maximum grant is 50.000 €.
	Size of grant (IPA resources) has to be between 50 to 85 % of total value for activities of each applicant.  Your co-financing can be between 15-50% of grant.  Indeed, if the grant amount is 50.000€ and the co-financing 50.000€, the total eligible project cost is € 100.000. 

	30
	Is it necessary to open the public tender for employment of associates if organization has own permanent associates? 
	Please note that the term "associates" within the context of this CfP refers to a different category than referred to in your question (GfA, article 2.1.2). For the purposes of replying to this question we therefore considered that your question actually refers to external experts. 

All procedures for purchase of goods, works and services have to be in line with procurement rules defined in Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions". 

	31
	Can partner from BiH finance associates from Croatia?


	Please note that the term "associates" within the context of this CfP refers to a different category than referred to in your question (GfA, article 2.1.2). For the purposes of replying to this question we therefore considered that your question actually refers to external experts. 

All procedures for purchase of goods, works and services have to be in line with procurement rules defined in Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions". 

	32
	Can awarded amount of grant be less than predicted in project proposal?
	As stipulated in the GfA, artice 2.1.4: Recommendations to award a grant are always subject to the condition that the checking process which precedes the signing of the contract does not reveal problems requiring changes to the budget (for instance arithmetical errors, inaccuracies or unrealistic costs and other ineligible costs). The checks may give rise to requests for clarification and may lead the Contracting Authority to impose modifications or reductions to address such mistakes or inaccuracies. 

	33
	Application form is in English language. Is it available Croatian version of this document or any kind of support for fulfilling?
	All documents connected to this Call for proposal are in English language.  Official translations of these documents do not exist. Support for fulfilling of documents can be found on web site of the Program www.cbc-cro-bih.net where you can download Manual for applicant IPA CBC Program HR-BiH 2007-2013 on local language.  

	34
	Is it eligible that project activities can be performed in geographically dislocated areas of both states but inside of program area? 
	Project activities can be performed on geographically dislocated areas as long as these areas are in eligible or adjacent program area. 

	35
	If organization is registered in PADOR do we have to fulfil the part of Application form which relates to information data about organization? 
	All information that are provided in PADOR do not have to be again provided in hard copy.  

	36
	If one organization is on one project partner/applicant with one organization from BiH, can on another project be a partner to another organization from BiH?
	There are no limitations on how many projects one organization can be partner. 



	37
	If we need to obtain something protected like, for example, license, author rights or similar, and its value exceed amount for direct provision, on which way we should do the supply? We are talking about the purchase of goods and services that could be done only by one supplier.   
	All procedures for purchase of goods, works and services have to be in line with procurement rules in the grant contract (Annex IV, informative part of documentation for First Call). Please refer to article 7 "Use of the negotiated procedure" of Annex IV" Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" which gives provisions regarding the situations in which the Beneficiary may use the negotiated procedure on the basis of a single tender.

	38
	How to define subcontracting – by a simple term (printer, expert, etc) or with concrete name of the person?
	During process of making budget for project proposal you define types of works, services or goods that need to be done or purchased, but you are not supposed to give the name of supplier or contractor.  All procedures for purchase of goods and services have to be in line with rules for services, works and supply tender procedures defined in the grant contract (Annex IV "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of
European Community external actions", informative part of documentation for First Call) 

	39
	It has been stated that employees of public institutions can not receive salaries from project (only their regular salary in their own institution). Can we use project money to cover their “Per Diems” and travel costs?
	As stated in the GfA, civil servants or other public employees of central or local administrations which participate under this call for proposals may not receive fees for their contribution to the action other than their salaries in the respective institution. 

The salaries of the civil servants or other public employees of the central and local administrations may be presented as co-financing contribution of the applicant.

 If an employee of public institution is performing activities that require travel and “Per Diems”, then s/he has the right for travel expenses and “Per Diems”.
 It is not allowed at the same time to get “national daily fee” and “Per Diem” (it is not allowed to present double costs) 

	40
	How do we prove (by which documentation) that the salaries are used as co-financing?
	You have to keep the salary slips in your records. 



	41
	Does NGO fulfil Annex D LEGAL ENTITY FILE (PRIVATE) or Annex D LEGAL ENTITY FILE (PUBLIC)?
	Each NGO has to check their documents of establishing and on base of that decide in which group they belong. Normally, NGOs are considered private legal entities. 

	42
	One organization can participate in how many projects?
	This Call does not limit number of applications for each and every applicant but it is defined in Guidelines for applicants that one applicant may be awarded with only one grant (GfA 2.1.3.). When it comes to participation as a partner, there is no limitation on number of projects where one organization can be partner. That is a matter of estimation of own capacities. 

	43
	Can result of project activities be opening of agency, firm (D.o.o.) or center? 
	The list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for Applicants, Section of 2.1.3 In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	44
	Can we apply a project proposal where the result would be a festival for children? Is it acceptable if this festival is already done 2 times?
	The list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for Applicants; Section of 2.1.3 In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	45
	If a public institution is applying the project, can another public institution (partner) implement the project? (County is applicant – development agency – implementer of activities)?
	Guidelines for Applicants, Section of 2.1.1. defines that Applicant must “Be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with their partners, not acting as an intermediary”

	46
	Is approval of financial resources (grant) to an applicant blocking all other projects where this applicant is one of the partners on the project?  
	This Call does not limit number of applications for each and every applicant but it is defined in Guidelines for applicants that one applicant may be awarded with only one grant (GfA 2.1.3.). When it comes to participation as a partner, there is no limitation on number of projects where one organization can be partner. That is a matter of estimation of own capacities.

	47
	Does local and regional government unit need to submit their financial reports or balance sheet for previous financial year in process of evaluation (step 3)? If yes, balance sheet is submitted only by applicant of the project or its partners also? 
	Applicants who have been provisionally selected or listed under the reserve list need to submit their financial reports regardless of their way of registration.  Partners on the project have to satisfy the same eligibility criteria as applicants, and will therefore be requested to provide all the supporting documents as well  (GfA  2.4)  

	48
	What can be included as „indirect costs“and on which principles? 


	Indirect costs are not directly connected with implementation of project activities, but Contracting authority is allowing them to maximum amount of 7% of total direct costs. Those costs will be eligible as flat rate funding. One example of “indirect costs” (administrative costs) can be found in Manual for applicants on web page of programme (www.cbc-cro-bih.net).

	49
	On base of what should be justified „Per diem “expenses? Is it done with bills for each component or is it enough to have one bill for „lump sum“ on basis of internal rules of organization for daily fees?
	It is necessary to provide evidence that the trip with the overnight stay has taken place. 

	50
	Chapter 2.1.4. GfA is referring to 4 ways for cross border cooperation.  What is meant by “Joint financing- costs of project activities are shared” when each applicant (BiH/CRO) has its own budget and contract with its own “Contracting Authority”?
	Chapter 2.1.3. GfA is referring to 4 ways for cross border cooperation.  Answer on your question can be found in sentence after:

“Advantage will be given to actions with balanced levels of activities and budgets on both sides of the border”

	51
	Can a public company whose founder is Municipality be an applicant, or Municipality must be in the role of applicant? 
	For eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” of the Guidelines for Applicants. For eligibility of actions, please refer to Section 2.1.3 Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made of the Guidelines for Applicants. In addition, please note that Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants stipulates that “In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities”.

	52
	Does partner have to be in the immediate surrounding?
	Please refer to Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. of the Guidelines for Applicants where you will find the eligibility criteria for applicants and partners. 

	53
	What does it mean – easier access to education?
	The term „easier access to education“ and its meaning within the Programme you can find in the document “Operational Programme CRO-BiH 2007-2013.”. You can download the Operational Programme from the Programme web page ( www.cbc-cro-bih.net)

	54
	How many projects can be from Dubrovnik-Neretva County?
	There is no such provision to limit the number of projects per area. The ranking list will be prepared based on the quality of proposals. Please refer to sub-section "Number of applications and grants per applicant" in Section 2.1.3. 

	55
	I ask you for detailed explanation of all parts of an Evaluation Grid (Evaluation Grid GfA 2.3) 
	Standard EU Grant evaluation procedure is stipulated in Section 2..3. of the Guidelines for Applicants, containing all relevant provisions.  As you did not indicate what was unclear to you, we are not in the position to clarify.

	56
	Is there going to be organized a partner search workshop?
	Prior to the 1st Call for project proposals, several Partner Search Forums have been organized. You can find all information, as well as lists of participants on the Programme web page. (www.cbc-cro-bih.net).

	57
	Is the co-financing of 15% related to one partner (from CRO) or to both of them (CRO and BiH)?
	Each project applicant signs a separate contract with the Contracting Authority, and each contract has to ensure co-financing in the range of 15 - 50% of the total project amount. (see GfA – 1.3. Financial allocation provided by the Contracting Authority)

Please refer to GfA -1.3 Size of Grants

	58
	Is the Lead partner responsible for implementation on the both sides? Is it a responsibility of Lead partner to prepare reports for the whole project?
	The answer to your question is in Guidelines for Applicants in the Section 2.1.2 Partnership and Eligibility of Partners. Amongst other provisions it stipulates that the functional lead partner will be responsible for the overall coordination of the project activities on both sides of the border, for organizing joint meetings of project partners, regular information exchange and correspondence and reporting to the Joint Technical Secretariat on the overall project progress.

	59
	Is it possible to apply with the project related to preparation of the project documentation for construction of cross-border water supply system within the measure 2.1? 
	The list of both eligible (a non-exhaustive list) and ineligible activities is provided in Guidelines for Applicants in the Section 2.1.3. Based on that and other information provided in the GfA, you have to establish whether the activities you proposed for financing are eligible.

As stipulated under section 2.2.4, In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	60
	Can the salaries of public employees or civil servants working in the project team be presented as co-financing?
	Yes, they can. You can find more details in Guidelines for Applicants (GfA 2.1.4. Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant – Contributions in kind) 

	61
	Can the financial means be used for the projects NAP II/EXPO SUA which are a continuation of cooperation with partners from PHARE programme (CBC Adriatic) e.g. partners from BiH and CRO in cooperation with Italians? 
	The list of both eligible (a non-exhaustive list) and ineligible activities is provided in Guidelines for Applicants in the Section 2.1.3. Based on that and other information provided in the GfA, you have to establish whether the activities you proposed for financing are eligible.As stipulated under section 2.2.4, In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

	62
	Partner search forums? 
	Prior to the 1st Call for project proposals several Partner Search Forums have been organized. You can find all information, as well as lists of participants, on the Programme web page (www.cbc-cro-bih.net).

	63
	Can a public company dealing with forest growing, protection and management be in the role of applicant, if it finds partner for a specific project, e.g. reforestation, purchase of forest accessories in Republic of Croatia? 
	The answer to your question is in the Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of applicants: who may apply? “and in the Section 2.1.2. "Partnership and eligibility of partners" of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

As stipulated under section 2.2.4, In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

	64
	Is it possible to purchase a fire fighting vehicle with equipment, two neighbouring Municipalities (Neum in BiH and Municipality Ston in Republic of Croatia), priority 2. measure 2.1. ?
	As stipulated under section 2.2.4, In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	65
	Is there a written receipt for VAT exemption?
	VAT exemption will be tackled by the national authorities. 

	66
	Is it applicable BiH or CRO procedure of Law on public procurement, or EU procedures only?
	All procurement procedures for goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" Annex F to the Guidelines for Applicants. 

	67
	In what manner it is going to be performed VAT return in BiH?
	Instruction on the procedure for the implementation of the customs and tax exemptions within provision of assistance through IPA for BiH you can find on the web site of Directorate for European Integrations www.dei.gov.ba.

	68
	Can one project proposal have a letter of recommendation from the local community? 
	Documentation within the Application Package of the 1st Call for project proposals does not foresee submission of special recommendations for project proposals. Such documentation is not required. Please refer to Section 2.4 of Guidelines for Applicants.

	69
	How are presented international and local costs in the budget, and what is meant by this type of costs? 
	The documents of the Call for proposals in general do not divide the costs of projects into local and international. Please refer to Annex B of the Guidelines for Applicants "Budget", where you will be requested to distinguish them in some budget headings. In such cases, the template of the budget gives the explanation as to which costs are requested – local or international. 

	70
	How are presented the costs of experts (an archaeologist), as per diem or? 
	Costs of external experts are usually paid as daily fees. By definition, per diems cover accommodation, meals, local travel within the place of mission and sundry expenses (please refer to the EuropeAid web page given to you in the GfA, section 3, List of annexes). Please also refer to Annex B of the Guidelines for Applicants.

	71
	Co-financing of 15 % - what can applicant present as co-financing?
	An answer to your question is in the Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“. 

	72
	Per diems – what is the amount of per diems for BiH and Croatia? 
	Applicable rates to the per diems must not exceed the scales detailed hereunder: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/europeaid/perdiem/index_en.htm. 

Please bear in mind the provision of the General conditions (annex F to the Guidelines), which in article 14 2 stipulates that travel and subsistence costs for staff and other persons taking part in the Action are eligible, provided they do not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary or its partners, as the case may be.

	73
	How am I going to present in the budget one employee in the project, which I need 5 months and duration of the project is 12 months?
	Exactly so – by following the budget template you will indicate that s/he is to be employed 5 months (nr of units), you will provide the monthly salary rate (unit rate) and give the result received by multiplication (cost in EUR). If the employee is to work part time, please refer to Annex B of the Guidelines for Applicants, footnote 4.

	74
	Can one project be implemented in several phases (several years)? The question is related to marking of mountain roads between Republic of Croatia and BiH. 
	The planned duration of an action may not be shorter than 6 months nor exceed 24 months. See GfA, section 2.1.3. „Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made“.

	75
	Is it compulsory that all partners sign partnership agreement with both applicants, or only with the applicant from their side of the border?
	Only with the applicant from their side of the border. 

All the Partners, including the Applicant 1/Functional Lead Partner and Applicant 2 are required to sign the partnership statement. In addition, both applicants will sign the Applicant Declaration (Annex VIa, VIb) and the Partnership Agreement (Annex VIc).

Please refer to Grant Application Form, Section 6. Partnership Statement 

	76
	Do partners from both sides of the border have to present an identical idea - that is –the title (precise) of the project or is it enough that these ideas fit under the same measure and the project is „widely“ defined e.g. 2.1. Protection of nature and environment. 
	Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.1.3 Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made.

It will have to have only one title, even if it is to be implemented through two contracts. 

	77
	Can applicant be:

· fire-protection community organized within the civil protection goal of the Municipality

· sport- mountaineering society founded by citizens

· humanitarian association founded by citizens?
	Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project.

As stipulated under section 2.2.4, In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

	78
	Can one local community (municipality, canton) be applicant if there is a budget deficit? Is there an allowed percentage to tolerate deficit? 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

Please refer to eligibility of applicants (Section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for Applicants)

You should be aware of the fact that the applicants' financial and operational capacity will be evaluated (please refer to the evaluation grid). In case they score below the threshold of 12 points, their application will be rejected. 

	79
	Can one project applicant be from Switzerland? 


	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

However, please refer to Guidelines for Applicants Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“, where the listed eligible nationalities do not include Switzerland. 

	80
	Who will defray tender procedure costs (or more of them) during selection of subcontractors?
	The Beneficiary bears potential costs of tenders. 

All procurement procedures for goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" Annex F to the Guidelines for Applicants.

	81
	If our project is approved, can we apply with the other project proposal in future Calls?  
	Every next Call for Project Proposals will define its own rules, conditions and Guidelines for Applicants. This Call has not imposed any restrictions in that regard, and Calls are usually independent of each other. 

	82
	Is it necessary to submit the supporting documentation (statute, the profit and loss account, balance sheet..) together with an application form or this should be submitted subsequently? If yes, what does public institution (municipality, canton) need to submit and should these annexes be translated in English?


	Only those applicants whose project proposals are provisionally selected or put on the reserve list will be requested to submit originals or copies of the supporting documents. The documents can be in the language where the programme is being implemented or in one of the EU languages. 

Please refer to GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications” to view the list of requested supporting documents and to see other provisions related to them.

	83
	What is the way to establish a communication with DEI, is there a possibility to have a meeting with some of employees to discuss potential projects?


	Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.2.4 – Further information for the Application, which stipulates the ways of communication. In order to ensure equal treatment to all potential applicants meetings with the Contracting Authorities' employees are not allowed.  

	84
	Can we get some list of potential partners from Croatia?


	You can find Lists of participants  of the programme workshops held  prior to Publication of the 1st Call for proposals (Project Pipeline Development Workshops and Partner Search Forums) attended   by participants from Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina on the Programme web page www.cbc-cro-bih.net

	85
	Does each of the partners need to have an auditor?


	Each applicant contracts for the grant individually and as such it is an independent subject to external audit if the amount of contracted grant exceeds 100.000 Euro. (General Conditions, article 15.6).

	86
	Does the tender procedure of selection of suppliers have to be carried out prior to the project approval?


	They do not have to be carried out prior to the signature of the contract. Please bear in mind that costs may be considered eligible only if occurred during the contract duration. All procurement procedures for goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" Annex F to the Guidelines for Applicants.

	87
	Can institutions registered as Ltd. apply, if their scope of work is non profit?
	Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants define all eligibility criteria for applicants, as well as partners in the project.

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

	88
	Can municipalities or cantons (budgetary institutions) be approved if there is a budget deficit and how such cases will be treated? 


	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. 

Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.1.1 Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply

You should be aware of the fact that the applicants' financial and operational capacity will be evaluated (please refer to the evaluation grid). In case they score below the threshold of 12 points, their application will be rejected.

	89
	Do we need to submit financial report as part of project application? If yes, what is the minimum of period that this financial report needs to cover?
	If by financial report you mean the latest accounts, than we confirm that this is one of the envisaged supporting documents. The latest accounts must be for the previous financial year for which the accounts have been closed
Only those applicants whose project proposals are provisionally selected or put on the reserve list will be requested to submit originals or copies of the supporting documents. 

Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.4. Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications.

	90
	Can one institution apply with one project in the role of applicant, and apply with the other project in the role of partner and get approval for the project?
	Yes. There is no limitation on the number of projects where an organization can act as a partner. However, you have to carefully estimate your own capacities, in case more than one project with your participation is awarded. 

Please refer to the Guidelines for Applicants, Section 2.1.3..

	91
	Is it compulsory for both applicant and partner to sign contracts with EU bodies from their respective country?
	Each action will consist of two grants: one awarded in Croatia and one in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Each applicant will act as the lead partner for the part of the action financed from the respective financial allocation of each of the participating countries. In case a project is approved for financing, each applicant will act as contracting party (the "Beneficiary") and sign the separate contract with the respective "Contracting Authority".

	92
	When applying for Call for proposals, is it compulsory to submit a financial report within the necessary documentation? If the answer is „yes“, what is the minimum of period that this financial report has to refer to?
	 Please see question number 89.  

	93
	Allocations for 2007 and 2008; are they separated and does it mean that their amount is € 600.000 for each year?
	Section 1.3. GfA „Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority“ defines „the overall, indicative, amount of CBC Programme HR-BiH financing under this CfP for actions implemented in the eligible and adjacent areas is 3.600.000 € (IPA allocation 2007 and 2008), of which 1.800.000 € is available to Croatia and 1.800.000 € to Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

	94
	Can media organizations be applicants?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants. Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project.

	95
	Apart from an organization from „CBP area“, can organizations from EU countries be in the role of partner? 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action. Please refer to Guidelines for Applicants

Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project. There you will find the information that EU member states are eligible nationalities. 

	96
	Could you send us by e-mail presentations used in Informative days? 
	Presentations used during Information sessions are available on Program web site www.cbc-cro-bih.net

	97
	What parts of supporting documentations (statute, latest account…) can be submitted in local language?
	  All of them. Please refer to GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”.

	98
	Which institutions (national, regional, local) are represented in Joint Monitoring Committee?
	Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) is composed of representatives from both sides, 14 members from CRO and 14 members from BiH side. During selection of JMC members it was taken into account representation of national, regional and local institutions. 

	99
	In case that part of activities are implemented in adjacent area, does it mean that the total project value is considered and included within 20% limitation (€ 360.000), or is it included only a certain part of activities and its value apportioned to adjacent area?
	The 20% will be reached by adding the financial allocations for adjacent areas. 
Please also refer to Section 1.3. Guidelines for Applicants – “Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority”

	100
	Can Banja Luka region apply to IPA Programme with Montenegro or Serbia?
	These questions and answers are related to the CfP within CBC Programme Croatia – B&H, we cannot provide answers related to other Programmes.

Please also refer to Guidelines for Applicants, Section 1.1. Background.

	101
	Which component or programme respectively, will include profit making organizations?
	For eligibility of applicants, please refer to Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines for Applicants. 

In addition, please note that Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants stipulates that “In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities”.

	102
	Do we need to translate the supporting documents in English e.g. Statute, decision……and is it necessary to certify translations by court certified translators?
	The documents can be in the language where the programme is being implemented or in one of the EU languages.

Please refer to GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”. 

	103
	Can we apply with an association registered 5 years ago, if this association has not been active in the last three years?
	Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project.

	104
	What is included in project co-financing by applicant: does it refer to financial means exclusively (money) or it includes also equipment, material, labour etc?
	Co-financing can only be financial – in-kind contribution is not an eligible cost.

Please also refer to Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“ Guidelines for Applicants. 

	105
	Is it necessary to erase parts of Application form already filled in within PADOR?
	No. For other PADOR related sections please refer to Section 2.2. of the Guidelines for Applicants

	106
	Is the maximum value of project budget 300.000 Euro or 600.000 Euro?
	For measures 1.1., 1.2 and 2.1 the maximum project total eligible cost is 600.000 EUR, while for measure 2.2 it is 100.000 EUR. 

Please also refer to the Guidelines for Applicants, Section 1.3. “Financial allocation provided by contracting authority”. 

	107
	Which culture related projects are eligible, and which are not eligible?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

The non-exhaustive list of eligible activities is defined in Guidelines for applicants in the Section 2.1.3. 

	108
	Can cantonal forest economics society in charge of state forest management be an applicant? Forest management is related to protection, growing and exploitation of forest resources. 
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project.

	109
	Can a project partner be from Slovenia and under which conditions?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“Guidelines for Applicants defines eligibility criteria for applicants, as well as partners in the project. It stipulates that EC member states are eligible nationalities.  

	110
	Joint secretariat evaluates single application?
	Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) will administer the process of evaluation and selection of proposals. For more info about the evaluation please refer to Section 2.3. of GfA. 

	111
	Who will defray external auditor costs?
	The costs of the audit are eligible costs, mandatory for grants above 100.000 EURFor provisions regarding audit, please refer to Article 15.6 of the General conditions in Annex F – Annex II to the Guidelines for Applicants)

	112
	Is the money transferred to partners at once, or as per completed set of activities?
	Once the Contracting Authority (CA) transfers the grant funds to the Beneficiaries' account, the timely distribution of funds between partners is the responsibility of the Beneficiary.

	113
	Can the consultant services for both partners be provided under one tender procedure (the same activity, it is necessary the same consultant)?
	One of the possible ways of cooperation for the partners to the same proposal is the implementation of joint activities. It is indeed responding to the EU supported principle of sound financial management to achieve economies of scale by carrying out joint tendering procedures. Applicants should however be aware of potential limitations determined by applicable national legislation when it comes to transferring funds and goods or services across the borders. 

	114
	Who implements tender procedure and perform selection of contractor, applicant or ECD?
	Each applicant contracts the grant individually with the Contracting Authority, and it is a sole responsibility of the beneficiary to implement tender procedure and select contractor. 

All procurement procedures for goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions"

	115
	Who will defray tender costs and who will conclude e.g. Framework agreements, if these have to be applied?
	Each applicant contracts the grant individually with the Contracting Authority, and it is a sole responsibility of a Beneficiary to implement tender procedure and select contractor. 

All procurement procedures of goods, works  and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement of goods, works and services defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" (part of 1st Call documentation documents for information). 

	116
	Is it our responsibility to prepare tender documentation and send it to ECD for checking and selection of best bid?
	Each applicant contracts the grant individually with the Contracting Authority, and it is a sole responsibility of a Beneficiary to implement tender procedure and select contractor. 

Contracting authorities do not perform ex ante checks on the tender documents for tenders to be carried out by the Beneficiaries, nor do they participate in the selection of offers. 

All procurement procedures of goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement of goods, works and services defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" (part of 1st Call documentation documents for information).  

	117
	In case that laboratory equipment for scientific- research work is purchased, upon completion of the project this equipment would generate profit for institution where this equipment is located. Is this against CfP rules? 
	The equipment procured during a grant contract must not generate profit during the duration of the contract. 

Please refer to GfA, Section 2.1.3 Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made and Section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant

	118
	How can chambers of commerce verify their “registration”, bearing in mind that they do not have “a classical court registration” but they are “registered by law on chambers of commerce”?
	An answer to your question is in the Section 2.4. Guidelines for Applicants “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”, All procurement procedures for goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" Annex F to the Guidelines for Applicants note nr 9. under the footnote nr. 9

	119
	What costs are considered as ineligible when determining grant amount, and how to eliminate them?
	An answer to your question is in the Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“of Guidelines for Applicants. 

	120
	Can applicant, partner, consultant or associate be from Zagreb (e.g. faculty, institute…) since Zagreb is not specified as eligible area?
	Eligible and adjacent areas are those where actions must be implemented. 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

Please refer to section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ of the Guidelines for Applicants where it defines eligibility of applicants, as well as partners in the project.

	121
	Can applicant from one country hire a consultant or an associate from the country of other applicant?
	Yes, under the condition that all procurement procedures of goods, works and services have to be in accordance with rules on procurement of goods, works and services defined by Annex IV to the grant contract "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions"

	122
	Can applicant be other than those who participated in informative sessions?
	All organizations/institutions can be applicants if they satisfy provisions of Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants that defines all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project. 

	123
	When it comes about harmonisation of budget and activities of partners/applicants, what differences in percentage could be accepted by EC without losing evaluation points? 
	For evaluation provisions, please refer to Section 2.3. of the Guidelines for Applicants

	124
	Should co-financing of applicants be equal or is it possible that only one of partners cover compulsory co-financing with own financial means? 
	The balance of co-financing (min 15% in both grants) must be financed from the applicant’s or partners' own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget.

For financial allocations please refer to Section 1.3. of GfA.

	125
	Can you provide me with more precise information related to ineligible costs, such as VAT?
	You did not indicate what you find unclear and we therefore cannot give you the answer to your question. Please refer to GfA, Section2.1.4 under Eligible direct costs.

	126
	How to fill in Annex C2 List of indicators „Results“ part?
	 Please refer to Project Cycle Management guide (link to the web page was provided in the GfA, section 3 List of annexes).

	127
	Under which concrete circumstances VAT can be included in expenses? 
	The answer to your question is in the Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“ Guidelines for Applicants which defines all types of eligible and ineligible costs It stipulates that value added taxes may be eligible, if the following conditions are fulfilled:

- they are not recoverable by any means;

- it is established that they are borne by the final beneficiary; and

- they are clearly identified in the project proposal.

  

	128
	Can an organisation be registered, e.g. in Sarajevo, and participate in IPA CBC CRO-BiH, as long as activities are performed in eligible programme area? 
	Yes



	129
	How to find partner for a project?
	List of participants of the programme workshops held prior to the Publication of the 1st Call for Proposals (Project Pipeline Development Workshops and Partner Search Forums) attended by participants from Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina you can find on the Programme web page www.cbc-cro-bih.net 

	130
	Are the costs such as pension and health insurance contributions and income tax included in staff costs, or only net amount of salary?
	The cost of staff assigned to the Action is an eligible cost. It should correspond to gross salaries including social security charges and other remuneration-related costs. Salaries and costs should not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary or its partners. 

 More on eligible and ineligible costs may be found in the Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“ Guidelines for Applicants which defines all types of eligible and ineligible costs. Please note that taxes are listed as ineligible costs. 

	131
	Can we include in the budget fees related to verification of documents, if it is required by project?
	The principle is that if costs are necessary for the implementation of the action which is the subject of the grant, and is not explicitly listed as ineligible costs, it should be considered eligible.  Please refer to Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“Guidelines for Applicants which defines eligible and ineligible costs.

	132
	Do we have to specify in the bank statement a foreign exchange account or BAM account?
	All provisionally selected applicants from BiH need to have account in EURO in order to get EU financial assets. Applicants that will sign the contract with Croatian Contracting Authority don’t need to open foreign exchange account since they will receive the funds in HRK.

	133
	Can we include in administrative costs regular bank charges costs for administering of bank account?
	Administrative costs are a % of the total amount of direct eligible costs of the Action. They may be claimed as indirect costs to cover the administrative overheads incurred by the Beneficiary for the Action. Indirect costs are eligible provided that they do not include costs assigned to another heading of the budget of this Contract.

	134
	Our organization exists since 2003, but the account of organization was created in 2008, since till 2008 an organization was consolidated by municipality. How to fill in Annex A and PADOR form (balance sheet)?
	Please check the PADOR user's guide on this web page: 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm
For further information on PADOR, please consult the following website: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm Helpdesk for questions related to the functioning of PADOR: 
Europeaid-ON-LINE-REGISTRATION-HD@ec.europa.eu
 For PADOR related issues, please also refer to Section 2.2 of GfA.

	135
	Can the regulation plans and industrial zone feasibility studies be the subject of financing?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

The non-exhaustive list of eligible activities is provided within Guidelines for Applicants Section 2.1.3.

	136
	Is it supported establishment of development fund?
	In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

The list of non-exhaustive eligible activities is defined within Guidelines for Applicants Section 2.1.3. 

	137
	Is it possible for a small-scale and ambitious NGO, with a modest infrastructure, (association of citizens respectively) to participate in this programme and get funding? Who can assist NGO in this?
	Potential applicants must estimate whether their projects and their operational and financial capacity would allow them to successfully compete for IPA funds in this Call. You should carefully study the terms and conditions of the Call, as well as the evaluation grid, and make a decision whether to participate or not. 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

For eligibility of applicants and partners, please refer to sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. of the Guidelines for Applicants.

	138
	It is self-explanatory that those who have already implemented some EU projects will have some preferment. Are there some bad sides in this?
	All conditions of the Call have been announced in advance, together with the evaluation grid that will be used to evaluate the proposals. We are not aware of any conditions that would favour applicants which have already received EU funding in the past. 

	139
	Is there have to be the same amount of grant from both sides i.e. both partners have to apply with the same amount?
	The amounts do not have to be the same. However, you should be aware of the provision from the GfA, section 2.1.3 "Advantage will be given to actions with balanced levels of activities and budgets on both sides of the border. 

	140
	Bearing in mind that English is the official Programme language, applicants will have to translate in English their documentation? If this is true, do we need to verify translations by court interpreter? 
	Only those applicants whose project proposals have been provisionally selected for financing will be obliged to submit originals or copies of supporting documents. The documents can be in the language of the country where the action is implemented and do not have to be translated into English. 

Please refer to GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”.

	141


	Is it necessary to submit a certificate on unpaid duties, or on bankruptcy? 
	The answer to your question is in GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications” which provides the list of the requested supporting documents. 

	142
	Can the salaries of municipality staff be financed from grant?
	The cost of staff assigned to the Action is an eligible cost. 

Civil servants or other public employees of central or local administrations which participate under this call for proposals may not receive fees for their contribution to the action other than their salaries in the respective institution. The salaries of the civil servants or other public employees of the central and local administrations may be presented as co-financing contribution of the applicant

	143
	Can the salaries of staff from agencies (if the founders of agencies are municipalities or cantons) be financed from grant?
	Please see answer 142.



	144
	Do you advise us to apply with a maximum amount of 300.000 X 2, or to apply in a more modest manner with smaller amounts?
	In the interest of equal treatment of all applicants within this Call, the Contracting Authority is not authorized to advise applicants how to advance their project proposals. Please refer to Section 1.3. of the GfA.

	145
	It's concerning the locations of the eligible areas for this programme.

Zavidovici are not listed in any of the three regions. But is it possible that it could be considered as a part of the North-East or North-West region in order to be eligible for this call. I see Doboj is listed and Zavidovici is 45 km far from Doboj. 

In the guidelines is marked that *[1] All municipalities that are part of the below mentioned regions are eligible even if they are not explicitly listed.
	 Please refer to section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants which defines all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project.

All municipalities that are part of the mentioned regions are eligible even if they are not explicitly listed. You must know which region you belong to and you should base your decision on that fact. 

	146
	Is it eligible to invest from the program in the equipment and renovation works for the NGO that works in a rented building? The rent contract is for 10 years duration. All project activities will be placed in that rented building and it is necessary the implementation of the action to do some renovation works and to equip the space. The owner of the building is a private person.
	Please refer to Section 2.1.4. „Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant“ of the Guidelines for Applicants, which defines eligible and ineligible costs. 

You have to assess which activities/costs fit into the provisions of this Call. 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.

	147
	Do you recognize as unacceptable cost of the tax on additional value for the cost of the project that will be financed from our own participation? 
	Please note that the costs will be not be divided to those that will be financed from your contribution and costs that will be financed from IPA funds. All costs have to be eligible and all costs will be financed in certain % by IPA funds and the remaining % by other sources.

	148
	Do you recognize as unacceptable cost of the taxes on income as a part of gross salary?
	Please note that taxes are listed as ineligible costs.

	149
	In the programme document CBC Croatia in the part about eligible costs related to VAT under number 2a it says: 

By way of derogation from Article 34(3) of IPA implementing regulation, expenditure related to 

(a) value added taxes, if :

(i) they are not recoverable by any means; (do we need any kind of receipt or other)

(ii) it is established that they are borne by the final beneficiary; (how is this documented)

(i)  they are clearly identified in the project proposal. (could you provide me with an explanation, or example)
	For VAT issues:

Please refer to GfA, Section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant.

Indeed these are the exceptional cases in which VAT will be considered as an eligible cost, as stated in the GfA, art 2.1.4.

You have to be aware when you are preparing the budget breakdown for your action which VAT costs from the costs you are envisaging are not recoverable and indicate this in your proposal and you will have to give evidence received from the authorities in your country to the Contracting Authority that certain VAT costs are not recoverable. You also have to have all bills/invoices proving that the costs were indeed incurred by the beneficiary. 

	150
	Within one project phase it is planned to perform a tender procedure to select a company for completion of technical part of the job. Is it a problem if we select the partner later on through tender procedure instead of now?
	 Tender procedures can, and usually are, carried out after the contract signature, during the implementation of the action. Please bear in mind that only costs incurred during the implementation of the action can be considered eligible. 

	151
	Please provide direct link to “additional information” regarding the Programme area, related development strategy, priority measures and implementation system. (GfA ref. p4)
	You can find additional Information on Programme area, related development strategies, priority measures and implementation system on the Programme web-site: www.cbc-cro-bih.net.  Additional Information is also aveable on OSs web pages www.mrrsvg.hr and www.dei.gov.ba.  

	152
	Does “other than the European Community budget” (GfA ref p7) include resources from individual EU member states? Additionally, is a joining with another (existing) project possible for the sake of synchronisation of the activities and co-financing
	This CfP doesn’t limit sources of funding as long as source used for co-financing is different than European Community budget. Donations from individual EU member states are acceptable source of funding. 

Joining with an existing project is possible as long as you respect all the conditions of this CfP. In any case it is not possible to double finance same activities from two financial sources

	153
	Please clarify more what “Joint financing: cost of project activities are shered” (GfA ref. p12) mean. Does this mean that partner from one country can co-finance the part of the project in another country (using local sources)?
	Joint financing means that both applicants are familiar with budget of Applicant 1 and Budget of Applicant 2 what they demonstrate by joint budget planning and comitment (no double financing of activities) and by signatures of both applicants on each Budget (Budget of Applicant 1 + Budget of Applicant 2).

	154
	What do ineligible “operating costs” (GfA ref p18) include?
	According to definition: Operating costs are the recurring expenses which are related to the operation of a business (general definition). Ineligible costs are defined in IPA IR Art.34 (3), Art.89 (2). Ineligible “Operating costs” in IPA CBC programmes are those which are not directly related to activities financed from grant (IPA funds).

	155
	Please provide more information on what “execution of works” includes. For instance, our association intends to submit a project proposal which includes set up of signalization along cycling and hiking routs as well as promotional billboards. In adition, the project also includes set up of small infrastructure for resting places, banks, etc. Does this rule apply to this kind of work? If yes, what the “preliminary works design or detailed works design” has to include?!
	When it comes to procurement, beneficiaries can procure services, supplies or works (as regulated in Annex IV "Procurement by grant Beneficiaries in the context of European Community external actions" of the grant contract). Based on the nature of activities you intend to undertake you have to define to which of the three categories the activities belong and carry out the tender procedure in accordance with that. 

"Preliminary works designs" and "detailed works designs" in the context of this Call are not different than those envisaged by national laws.

	156
	Do all supporting documents have to be submitted in English including financial reports, partners’ statutes, etc.? If translated, do they need to be verified by an authorized translator?
	The documents can be in the language where the programme is being implemented or in one of the EU languages. The GfA does not require translation of the supporting documents into English. 

Please refer to GfA, Section 2.4. “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications”.

	157
	It has been said on workshops that employees wages can be used as a part of the co-financing if wage is paid from state or the local budget (it is written in the manual) and it is not possible to look for surcharge through the project. However in the English Guidelines on page 17. (literally translated)is written following: Civil servants and other public employees in central and local self-government/the administration which participate in the invitation for project suggestions cannot get the allowance for their contribution besides their salary by the determined institution. Since me employee of Development agency and so and employee Two-year colleges have no the status of civil servants neither we are the employer local self-government, this means that could look for the allowance from the project???
	According to this CfP GfA page 18 – Civil servants or other public employees of central or local administrations which participate under this call for proposals may not receive fees for their contribution to the action other than their salaries in the respective institution. The salaries of the civil servants or other public employees of the central and local administrations may be presented as co-financing contribution of the applicant.. Status of civil servant refers to the sources of financing, i.e. if the staff is directly paid from central governemt, or regional or local government budgets.

Also, please be aware of the provisions of GfA, art 2.1.4  related to the eligibility of staff costs say that the following direct costs of the Beneficiary and its partners shall be eligible:

the cost of staff assigned to the Action, corresponding to actual gross salaries including social security charges and other remuneration-related costs; salaries and costs must not exceed those normally borne by the Beneficiary or its partners. 



	158
	Since at all other momentarily open calls within the same IPA II components for example the CBC Croatia-Serbia, CBC Serbia-Montenegro, CBC Serbia-Bosnia and Herzegovina, CBC Montenegro-Bosnia and Herzegovina aloud international organizations to be applicant, only on this quoted (CBC Croatia- BiH) Programme international organizations do not mention.

Clarify it is mistake or this call is exception in respect to the participation of international organization, since in the application form "Annex A - Application Form IPA CBC HR-BiH "international organizations are listed as possible applicants (page 14, table 2.1).
	Guidelines for applicants (GfA) 2.1.1 defines eligibility of applicants:  who may apply?

	159
	In the chapter 2.1.3. Number of applications and grants per applicant is indicated that applicant can send more project proposals but only one can be granted. It has not been indicated can applicant be partner on one or more projects. Please clarify this problem. 
	There is no limitation to number of proposals that an applicant may submit, or to number of proposals where an applicant may act as a partner.  However, you are advised to carefully estimate your own capacities, in case more than one project with your participation is awarded. 

	160
	Ref. Guidelines for Grant Applicants /2.1.3 Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made 

It is stated (page 15 of the Guideline document) that (among the others) ineligible actions are those „which fall within the general activities of competent state institutions or state administration services, including local government“.

Please provide some illustration of what is ment under 'general activities' of a governmental institution, since broadly speaking, every action is more or less part of the government' obligation, including i.e education of citizens in different matters, creating conditions for SME development, etc.
	This Call is supposed to finance actions. Even though organizations will not change their field or scope of work, they will have to design a project, an individual action, with its own general and specific objectives. They will have to address the needs and constraints of the target groups on both sides of the border and demonstrate the relevance of the action to the priorities and requirements presented in the Guidelines. The activities that will be undertaken will have to achieve the overall and specific objectives of the action.

This is a different concept than just financing regular daily activities of an organization. 

	 161
	It is stated (page 16 of the Guideline) that eligible costs „are incurred during the implementation of the Action as specified in Article 2 of the Special Conditions  with the exception of costs relating to final reports, expenditure verification and evaluation of the Action whatever the time of actual disbursement by the Beneficiary and/or its partners. Please clarify:

Question 1: What is the eligible deadline after the official project-completion date, under which the above listed costs could occur? Could that be any date before the actual deadline for submission of the final project report?

Question 2: In terms of production of the final reports, which costs are eligible? Could they i.e include different services such as printing, translating, photo-copying?

Question 3: Could this definition of costs eligible to occur after the completion of the Action also apply to the utility costs? The invoices for electricity, water & sanitation, central heating for the final project-implementation month will be submitted by the respective service providers a month after the official project deadline. 
	A1: As the final report must be submitted at the latest 3 months after the end of the implementation of the action, and it has to contain reference to all incurred costs, all activities that are covered by the final report have to be finalized before its submission to the Contracting Authority.

2) Those are not pre-defined explicitly, but could include usual, balanced costs related to preparation/production of such a document. The examples you gave fall into that category. 

3) The costs incurred during the implementation of the project are eligible, regardless of the date of the receipt of the invoice. 



	162
	Ref. to Eligible indirect costs (overheads) (page 17 og the Guideline): Which costs are eligible to be included under this budget line – more precisely: in which if any degree these costs should still be in some connection with the direct eligible costs?
	Indirect costs are not directly connected with implementation of project activities, but Contracting authority is allowing them to maximum amount of 7% of total direct costs. One example of “indirect costs” (administrative costs) can be found in Manual for applicants on web page of programme (www.cbc-cro-bih.net).

	163
	One of the items listed under ineligible costs (page 18 of the Guidelines) are „bank charges, costs of guarantees and similar charges“. Nevertheless, in the brackets following this statement it is said that „(such charges may be eligible, see eligible costs above)“. The question is:

(a) Under which conditions such charges may be eligible; and

(b) Where above (in which paragraph) can we find interpretation of bank-charges costs being eligible (referring to the statement „see eligible costs above“?
	They can be eligible where the implementation of an operation requires a separate account or accounts to be opened. In that case the bank charges for opening and administering the accounts will be eligible (GfA, art 2.1.4 subtitle: "Eligible direct costs")



	164
	In the case that the documents listed under points 1 and 2 (the statutes, articles of association, the applicant's latest accounts) have to be provided, do these copies have to be officially verified (as being identical to the originals) by relevant institutions?
	The copies of the documents do not have to be verified by relevant institutions.

Please refer to GfA Section 2.4 “Submission of supporting documents for provisionally selected applications

	165
	It is stated in the Guidelines for Applicants document (page 18) that „civil servants or other public employees of central or local administrations which participate under this call for proposals may not receive fees for their contribution to the action other than their salaries in respective institutions“. 

Question 22.1: Are they entitled to per diems and/or travel costs?

Question 22.2: If answer to Question 22.1 is „yes“ do they have to be declared as partners or associates to be entitled to per diem and travel costs? 

Question 22.3: If answer to Question 22.1 is „yes“, could they represent any administration /government other than the partners and/or associates to be entitled to per diem or travel costs?
	A 22.1 Yes, they are, if they are paritcipating in the implementation of the action for which the grant is received - 

A22.2 The staff eligible to receive travel costs and per diems are either the employees of the beneficiary and/or his partners or the associates.

A22.3 Staff has to be part of budget heading 1. Human Resources.  



	166
	Is it eligible for the project associate to be international organisation based outside the eligible project area, providing the project context makes it responsible for the matters considered and addressed in the proposal?
	Please note that eligible project areas refer to areas where actions have to be implemented, not to areas where the applicants/partners/associates have their headquarters.



	167
	I would like to clear things out regarding the eligibility of the Lead Applicant. Does the Project proposal looses its value if the Lead Applicant is established outside the cross-border eligible area but has project partners in the eligible area and all project activities are related to the eligible area? Namely, Energy Institute fits the proscribed criteria 2.11 from the Guidelines and it is placed in Zagreb. We have different information from Ministry staff and partners (regional and local authorities of the eligible area). We would appreciate it if you could help us to clear things out so we can adopt our project proposal to fit the evaluation criteria the best.
Thank you in advance!
	Please see answer 166.



	168
	Is it obligatory for an applicant to have Europe Aid ID?
	No, it is not obligatory. 

	169
	Can Functional lead partner hire external associate to coordinate project implementation?
	Yes. (Associates in the context of this Call have a different meaning than suggested in your question. However, from the context of your question we figured out that you are referring to either and external expert or temporary staff, and our reply was based on that assumption).

	170
	We would like to submit an application for above mentioned programme. We have  read the Guidelines for Applicants in details, but we still have some dilemmas and ambiguities related to financing. Therefore, we ask you to provide us with a detailed explanation on programme  financing criteria and manners and about the following: a) Is it the responsibility of an applicant to finance the project and than receive refunding (upon realization of the project activities)  b)What are the preconditions for payment of instalments c) Is it the case that an applicant need to possess certain financial means prior to start of the programme activities and in what amount – is it an exclusive responsibility of an applicant to fund a certain part of activities?  
	Please check  Annex F Standard Grant Contract,Annex II General Conditions (GC), article 15.1  (information documents within application package for the 1st Call).

For actions with an implementation period not exceeding 12 months or where the financing provided by the Contracting Authority does not exceed EUR 100 000, the payment schedule will be:

- pre-financing of 80% of the max grant sum at the beginning of the project; and

- the balance within 45 days of the Contracting Authority approving the final report 
For actions with an implementation period of more than 12 months and where the financing provided by the Contracting Authority is more than EUR 100 000, the payment schedule will be:

- an initial pre-financing instalment of 80%of that part of the grant estimated budget for the first 12 months

- further pre-financing instalments designed to normally cover the Beneficiary’s financing needs for each twelve month period of implementation of the Action, within 45 days of the Contracting Authority approving an interim report

- the balance within 45 days of the Contracting Authority approving the final report 

	171
	As you already know Croatian Chamber of Economy together with its 20 county chambers is one legal entity registered in Zagreb. 

During application form preparation all County chambers will use same PADOR number because we have one business account and one accounting office, while project activities are foreseen in counties defined as eligible area. 

Guidelines for applicants defines that one applicant can submit more than one project proposal but only one project can be awarded  to applicant. All our County Chambers must submit project proposals under one applicant name – Croatian Chamber of Economy so we are wondering weather this is going to be a problem for us? We would like to know will application forms be assessed in the manner to check which  County Chamber will implement activities and treated as independent projects, or is it going to be assessed in the way  that  the Croatian Chamber of Commerce is considered as the only  project applicant  ? 

We have 20 County Chambers and some of them have already prepared their project proposals, please provide solution which will help County Chambers to get EU grants. 
	If an organization has several branches, but they are all one legal entity, they can be treated in no other way but as one legal entity, one organization. Such an organization can only be considered as one applicant. 



	172
	The guidelines for applicants allege that period of project implementation is minimum 6 and a maximum 24 months for all the priorities for all measures. Representative of NGO associations from Banja Luka, with which we intend to apply to this Call, at the workshop which was held in Banja Luka on 07th and 08th September 2009. has got information that the maximum duration of the projects under Measure 2.2 Improved accessibility to community based services is 12 months.

 
Please define whether all priorities and measures apply the same time range from 6 to 24 months.
	Operating structures of CBC Programme CRO-BiH did not organise mentioned workshop on 08th September 2009, therefore it cannot confirm presented information.

In GfA 2.1.3., IPA CBC CRO-BiH it is indicated:“ The planned duration of an action may not be shorter than 6 months nor exceed 24 months” and this provision is applicable. 

	173
	Counties (Kantons in BiH) can be project applicants?
	The Section 2.1.1 „Eligibility of Applicants: who may apply? “ Guidelines for Applicants define all types of eligible applicants, as well as partners in the project. 

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.“

	174
	Is it possible for project applicant to be registered outside of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia; in the manual is written that applicants can be registered in EU countries ...e.g.  the UN agencies?
	Section 2.1.1. „Eligibility of Applicants: Who may apply?“ Guidelines for Applicants define eligibility of applicants, as well as partners in the project. This includes eligible nationalities – EU member states are eligible nationalities. 

"In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner or an action.“


