Cross-border Cooperation
Cross-border Cooperation – part of EU Regional Policy
Cross-border cooperation (CBC) is an important part of EU regional policy. The aim of that policy is to improve the economic and social cohesion and to reduce disparities among EU regions. Following that goal, the EU also supports cross-border cooperation within its borders, as well as within the Candidate Countries. Cross-border cooperation aims at minimizing the adverse effects of borders on the social and economic situation of border areas. 

History of cross-border cooperation in Croatia
Cross-borde and transnational cooperation in European union started in 1990 as a separate Community Initiative financed from the European Regional Development Fund. Up to this day, it has been gaining in its importance and financial stake within the Eureopan Regional Development Fund and it has been financed through different phases of Interreg Initiative. In the current financial perspective (2007-2013), however, it has become one of the three main EU Cohesion Policy Objectives. 
· 1990 - 1994: Interreg I – established in order to prepare border regions for EU without borders 
· 1990. – 1994: Regen Initiative – aimed to fill in the gaps in the transnational european transport and energy networks 
· 1994 -1999: Interreg II 

· Combined the funtions of Interreg I and Regen Initiatives 
· Three strands with overall allocation of ECU 3.519 million in 1996 prices: 
· Interreg II A (1994-1999): cross-border cooperation
· Interreg II B (1994-1999): finalisation of energy networks
· Interreg II C (1997-1999): cooperation in regional plannine, especially in water management 
· 2000 – 2006: Interreg III

· Aim: to enhance economic and social cohesion in the EU by promoting balanced development of European territory through cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation 
· A specific new emphasis on cooperation on the external borders of the EU, i.e. with the Candidate Countries 
· Overall allocation: € 4.875 million 
· Three strands:

· Interrag III A – cross-border cooperation
· Interrag III B – transnational cooperation 
· Interrag III C – interregional cooperation
· 2007 - 2013: Territorial cooperation – EU Cohesion Policy Objective 3
· Further supporting three main types of cooperation:
· development of economic and social cross-border activities; 
· establishment and development of transnational cooperation, including bilateral cooperation between maritime regions; 
· increasing the efficiency of regional policy through interregional promotion and cooperation, the networking and exchange of experiences between regional and local authorities. 
·  € 13.2 billion have been allocated to Territorial Cooperation, which represents 3.94% of ERDF allocation for 2007-2013 financial perspective 
Croatia and cross-border cooperation
Given Croatia's peculiar shape and the exceptional length of its borders, most of Croatian territory is on the borders (18 of t21 counties). Cross-border cooperation, therefore, plays a significant role in the development of Croatian regions. Croatia begun taking part in EU  cross-border programmes in 2004. It participates in New Neighbourhood Programme Slovenia-Hungary-Croatia and Adriatic New Neighbourhood Programme. While the Member States with which Croatia cooperates under these programmes (Hungary, Slovenia, Italy) use Structural Funds (ERDF) for their participation, Croatia has been using the funding it had at its disposal: CARDS and Phare. Croatia also participates in one transnational programme, the New Neighrbourhood Programme CADSES. 
For the period 2007-2013, the EU foresees a single Instrument for Pre-accession (IPA) for financing the programmes between EU member countries, candidate countries and potential candidate countries.  Within the IPA Cross-border Cooperation Framework, Croatia will have programmes with all neighbouring countries and will be transferring for the first time its cooperation experience with member countries to cooperation with countries which are potential candidates for membership in the EU. 

Under IPA, Croatia will be involved in 6 new cross-border programmes:
· Cross-border Cooperation Slovenia – Croatia

· Cross-border Cooperation Hungary – Croatia

· Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation

· Cross-border Cooperation Croatia – B&H

· Cross-border Cooperation Croatia – Montenegro

· Cross-border Cooperation Croatia – Serbia

Croatia will also participate in 2 new Transnational Cooperation Programmes: 

South Eastern European Space (SEES) and 

Mediterranean (MED).

Technical Assistance Project CARDS 2004 „Institution and Capacity Building for CBC“ – CBC Croatia
The CBC Croatia Project (“Institution and Capacity Building for Cross-border Cooperation in Croatia“) began in February 2006 and is being financed from the programme CARDS 2004 for the Republic of Croatia. 

Its objective is to build the institutional capacities for managing and implementing cross-border cooperation programmes in Croatia. In addition, it strengthens the capacities of local and regional beneficiaries for the preparation and implementation of cross-border cooperation projects.  

Project Components:

1. Institution building for CBC: 

a. Technical assistance to Ministry of the Sea, Transport, Tourism and Development, and its Directorate for Integrated Regional Development in managing cross-border cooperation programmes in Croatia;

b. Technical assistance to the future Joint Technical Secretariats of the programmes

2. Programming future CBC: 

 Assistance to national and regional institutions in preparing new IPA Programmes for cross-border cooperation for the period 2007-2013.

3. Preparing and implementing CBC projects: 

a. Support to national and joint cross-border institutions in preparing and implementing calls for proposals;

b. Assistance to national and joint cross-border institutions in managing project implementation; 

c. Building capacities of regional and local institutions to prepare and implement cross-border projects. 

The project, which is based in the Ministry of the Sea, Tourism, Transport and Development in Zagreb, started in February 2006 and will last until December 2008. 

Project Team:

· Paul Georis, Team Leader (paul.georis@ws.mmtpr.hr)

· Ivana Novoselec, key Socio-Economic Development Expert (ivana.novoselec@ws.mmtpr.hr)
· George Chabrzyk, Expert for Programming and Capacity Building (george.chabrzyk@ws.mmtpr.hr)
· Andrijana Parić, Implementation Expert (andrijana.paric@razbor.hr)

· Mirta Vukelić, Implementation Expert (mirta.vukelic@ws.mmtpr.hr)
· Mirjana Smardžić, Programming and Capacity Building Expert (mirjana.samardzic@ws.mmtpr.hr)
· Howard Harding, Monitoring Expert (hardiho@gmail.com)
· Sandra Benčić, Programming and Capacity Building Expert sandra.bencic@ws.mmtpr.hr)
· Tamara Brajović, Project Office Coordinator (tamara.brajovic@ws.mmptr.hr)
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